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LifeWatch ERIC
LifeWatch ERIC is a European Infrastructure Consortium that offers e-Science research facilities to scientists
investigating Biodiversity organization and Ecosystem functions and services.

Combining a wide range of ICT tools and resources with deep domain knowledge, LifeWatch ERIC’s mission is to
be the leading worldwide provider of content and services for the Biodiversity research community, creating new
opportunities for large-scale scientific development, and enabling accelerated data capture and modelling thanks to
the use of innovative technologies.

LifeWatch ERIC is a distributed research e-infrastructure
consortium consisting of 7 European Member States.

Its structure mirrors its nature, with central components
(Common Facilities) located in 3 Member States (Spain,
Italy and the Netherlands), and National Nodes in all 7
countries.
LifeWatch ERIC’s current members are: Belgium, Greece,
Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, Slovenia and Spain.
Slovakia participates as an Observer.



LifeWatch ERIC Metadata Catalogue
The LifeWatch ERIC Metadata Catalogue is based on GeoNetwork 3.10 and allows to manage metadata
related to five kinds of resources:

• Datasets, by using the EML1 2.2.0 standard (60 metadata attributes)
• Research Site, by using a customized ISO191392 standard (14 metadata attributes)
• Services, by using a customized ISO19139 standard (34 metadata attributes)

• Virtual Research Environments, by using a customized ISO19139 standard (24 metadata attributes)
• Workflows, by using a customized ISO19139 standard (24 metadata attributes)

Metadata attributes can be optional/mandatory and can require single/multiple values.

The LifeWatch ERIC Metadata Catalogue allows (upon validation and verification) the creation of Digital
Object Identifiers (DOIs) for resources that do not have it, by exploiting the GeoNetwork – DataCite
connection.

1 EML: Ecological Metadata Language - https://eml.ecoinformatics.org
2 ISO 19139 standard - https://www.iso.org/standard/32557.html

https://eml.ecoinformatics.org/
https://www.iso.org/standard/32557.html
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LifeWatch ERIC Metadata Catalogue
The LifeWatch ERIC Metadata Catalogue allows to:
• discover resources with advanced filters (e.g., according to the provider, to the group, i.e. LifeWatch national
nodes)

• manage users with the corresponding profiles and privileges

Admin:
has all privileges within the Catalogue

Content reviewer:
editor privileges + can review content, authorize 
publication and request a DOI within its group

Editor:
can create/edit/delete content within 
its group

Public users: can browse the catalogue and download public metadata

Registered users
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